
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the 
Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) for a Dual Frequency 
Identification Sonar (DIDSON) Camera mounting system and lens accessories.

SUBJECT

March 05, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD 
(THIRD SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT)

(3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $2,000 to the 
RCDSMM for a DIDSON Camera mounting system and lens accessories to enhance the suite of 
research tools being implemented in Topanga Creek to directly assist in documenting the migration 
patterns of the Southern California Steelhead Trout. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote education, conservation and the 
propagation of fish and game thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California. 

At its meeting held on January 10, 2013, the Commission approved a grant request in the amount of 
$2,000 to the RCDSMM, for a DIDSON Camera mounting system and lens accessories in order to 
add the use of a DIDSON Camera to the suite of research tools being implemented in Topanga 
Creek to directly assist in documenting the migrating patterns of the Southern California Steelhead 
Trout.  



The research staff and Topanga Creek Stream Team Volunteers have been coordinating studies of 
the Southern California Steelhead Trout in the Topanga Creek Watershed since 2001.  They conduct 
monthly snorkel surveys, deploy temperature loggers, monitor fish passage conditions, set traps 
during fish migration events, and since 2008, have captured, tagged and released over 650 trout.  
Funded by grants from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), RCDSMM has 
deployed the only in-stream antenna south of Santa Cruz to detect the ypassage of tagged fish.  
Adding the DIDSON Camera mounting system and lens accessories to the suite of research tools 
will directly assist in documenting the migration patterns of fish migration in a representative small 
coastal creek. When RCDSMM tested the camera last April, they documented 18 fish outmigrating, 
of which only one (1) was tagged.  This information was critical not only to be able to augment the 
antenna detections, but also to allow a better estimate of fish abundance and migrating patterns.  

Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the best 
methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of California and Los 
Angeles County.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this improvement is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal No. 1 & 3 
(Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  In addition to enhancing the 
community’s knowledge and understanding of conservation and the propagation of fish and game, 
adding the DIDSON camera to this suite of tools will further enhance the understanding of the 
lifecycle of trout in Southern California.

Strategic Asset Management Principles Compliance

N/A

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact to the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles County Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines 
levied for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
protection, conservation, propagation, and preservation of fish and wildlife.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

N/A

CONTRACTING PROCESS
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N/A

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and game thus 
benefiting County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

CONCLUSION

N/A

JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf
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